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Families thankful of high altitude cure

0 Comments | Timaru Herald, Oct 7, 2004 

High-flying seems to be more than just pie in the sky treatment to cure whooping cough -
- just ask the families who have benefited from the 2700m journey. 

The Timaru Herald has followed two families -- the Fettes and the Katenes -- through the 
high altitude treatment and both confirm it worked. 

For the Katene sisters Sonnie, 6, and Johanna, 11, the flight had instant results. Their 
mum, Kelly, said that the girls haven't coughed since. 

The girls had suffered from whooping cough for about two months before they took the 
flight last month. They contracted whooping cough despite being immunised against it. 

After the flight the girls had their first uninterrupted sleep in two to three weeks. 
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"I kept waking up expecting to hear the girls coughing," Mrs Katene said. 
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Since the flight, the Katenes have been inundated with people wanting to know if it cured 
whooping cough. 

Mrs Katene assures people it has. 

"We were at the stage where we would have done anything to get rid of the cough." 

Meanwhile, the mum of 21-month-old Taylor Fettes, Carol, said her son was cured. She 
put this down to the flight. 

"It must have been the flight because we have tried everything else." 

Meanwhile, an epidemic of whooping cough (pertussis) is on its way, according to South 
Canterbury medical officer of health Daniel Williams. 

He said parents can help their children avoid succumbing to the disease by having them 
immunised. 

South Canterbury Aeroclub president John Scott said the club had fielded several 
inquiries about flights, including one from the Wairarapa. 

"They talked through the procedure with the chief flying instructor and I'm sure one of 
our affiliated clubs in the Wairarapa will be performing the service for them. But if there 
are any local families here who want to do it they should contact our club and we can 
organise the flights."
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